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Live meeting attendees can ask 
clarifying questions or provide comments 
by coming to the podium at the front of 
the room.   
 
Webinar attendees can submit  
clarifying questions using the Question  
tool on the Webinar toolbar; and can 
provide written comments via 
www.tva.gov/trout  

 

u This is both a live meeting, and a Webinar.  It is being recorded. 

u  Webinar attendees attending by phone are muted.   

 

 

About Tonight’s Meeting 
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Purpose of this Meeting … 

  Present Trout Hatchery Funding Stakeholders Working 
Group recommendations for long-term funding of U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service’s Dale Hollow, Erwin and Chattahoochee 
Forest National Fish Hatcheries that produce trout for 
stocking at TVA water development projects in TN & GA.  

  Obtain the public’s input on the Working Group’s 
recommendations to help inform final decision making by 
the Agencies. 

  Absent a funding solution, USFWS has indicated it will 
terminate trout production and stocking at TVA projects. 
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What’s at Stake … 
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The annual stocking of approximately 1.5 million 
trout in the tailwaters and/or reservoirs at 12 dams in 
TN & GA and associated recreational and economic 
benefits: 

  Apalachia Dam - Hiwassee River; 

  Blue Ridge Dam - Toccoa River; 

  Cherokee Dam - Holston River; 

  Ft. Patrick Henry Dam - South Fork Holston River; 

  Normandy Dam - Duck River; 

  Norris Dam - Clinch River; 



What’s at Stake … {Continued} 
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  Ocoee Dam No. 1 - Ocoee River; 

  South Holston Dam - South Fork Holston River; 

  Tellico Dam - Little Tennessee River; 

  Tims Ford Dam - Elk River; 

  Watauga Dam - Watauga River; and 

  Wilbur Dam - Watauga River. 



Multi-Agency Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
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  Signed by USFWS, TVA, TWRA, & GADNR on May 17, 2013. 

  TVA volunteered $906,191 in annual funding for transition 
period of three years to support stocking through 2016. 

  Allows time for Agencies, with input from public 
stakeholders, to find a permanent funding solution. 

  Provided for creation of the Trout Hatchery Funding 
Stakeholder Working Group. 



The Need for the MOA & Stakeholder Group … 

▪  None of the Agencies feel it is their obligation to fund the trout hatchery 
production and stocking programs. 

»  USFWS, who funded these programs with appropriated monies 
for decades, has been directed by Congress and others to seek 
full cost reimbursement for what it terms “mitigation stocking” at 
federal water projects. 

»  TVA’s position is that the impacts to the river from its dams have 
been compensated for (“mitigated”) many times over by the 
fishing, recreational, commercial/industrial and related economic 
benefits provided by the tailwaters/reservoirs; and its ratepayers 
(sole source of TVA funding) should not have to pay for trout. 

»  TWRA and GADNR believe that the trout stocking at federal water 
development projects upon which they have relied upon for 
decades, is an obligation of the federal government and whose 
costs should not be borne by the states’ licensed anglers.  
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Working Group – Structure & Role 
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  Led by an Executive Steering Committee (ESC) comprised of 
Senior Agency Management – makes final decision 

  Two staff representatives per Agency to the Working Group 

  Total of 12 public stakeholders representing various interests 

  At-Large members 

**** 
 

  Agency reps and Stakeholders have worked for solution(s) 

  Agency reps weighed input from stakeholders and made 
recommendations to the ESC 

 



Working Group Stakeholder Affiliations 
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  Cherokee Chapter, Trout Unlimited 

  Georgia Trout Unlimited 

  Tim’s Flies & Lies 

  Tennessee Dept. of Tourist Development 

  3 Rivers Anglers 

  S.E. Aquatic Resources Partnership 

  Unicoi County Chamber of Commerce/Tourism 

  Upper Cumberland Development District 

  Fannin County (GA) Chamber of Commerce/Tourism 

  Murphy (NC) Electric Power Board 

  First Tennessee Development District 

  Private Angler 

  Tennessee Wildlife Federation 



Agency Representatives to the Working Group 
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TVA: 

  Terry Cheek (Working Group Chair), Senior Manager, Water Permits 

  Dennis Yankee, Senior Manager, Environmental Monitoring 

USFWS: 

  Tom Sinclair, Deputy Asst. Regional Director for Fisheries 

  Deborah Burger, Hatchery Manager (ret.) Chattahoochee Forest NFH 

TWRA: 

  Frank Fiss, Assistant Chief of Fisheries 

  Jason Heneger, Statewide Rivers & Streams Coordinator 

GADNR: 

  John Biagi, Chief of Fisheries Management 

  Jeff Durniak, Northeast Region Fisheries Supervisor 



Executive Steering Committee (ESC) 
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TVA: 

  Joe Hoagland, Ph.D., Vice President for Stakeholder Relations 

  Brenda Brickhouse, Vice President for Operations - Environment 

USFWS: 

  Cindy Dohner, Regional Director, Southeast Region 

  Mike Oetker, Deputy Regional Director, Southeast Region  

TWRA: 

  Ed Carter, Executive Director 

  Bobby Wilson, Chief of Fisheries 

GADNR: 

  Dan Forster, Director, Wildlife Resources Division 



Progression of the Working Group 

  April 24-25, 2013 – Agency reps present perspectives on the issue to TVA 
Regional Resource Stewardship Council and receive Council advice. 

  May 2013 – Agency reps collaborate on structure and mission for Trout 
Hatchery Funding Stakeholder Working Group. 

  June 18, 2013 – Agency reps meet in Chattanooga to select public 
stakeholder members to Working Group. 

  July 17, 2013 – First meeting of full Working Group in Knoxville.   

  October 29-30, 2013 – Two-day Working Group workshop held in 
Chattanooga to identify and discuss possible funding solutions. 

  December 13, 2013 – Agency reps finalize four recommendations of 
Working Group and submit to ESC. 

  March 5, 2014 – Agency reps meet with ESC to present Working Group 
recommendations and initiate planning for a Public Meeting. 
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The Working Group’s Four Recommended Funding 
Alternatives 

  Restore policy, priorities, and funding of the USFWS for 
mitigation hatcheries; or 

  USFWS and TVA form a partnership to fund USFWS costs to 
produce and stock trout at TVA facilities; or 

  Develop multi-source funding partnership (USFWS, TVA, 
States) to fund USFWS &TWRA costs to produce and stock 
trout at TVA facilities; or 

  TVA ratepayers assume full responsibility for USFWS costs 
to produce and stock trout at TVA facilities.  

This evening the Agencies seek your feedback on each 
funding alternative to inform ESC decision making. 
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What Happens Next? 

  The ESC will consider the comments received and make a 
determination on the preferred recommendation and 
approach for implementation. 

  The ESC may have further instructions for the Agency reps 
and/or Working Group to further support decision making.  

  Goal is to have recommendation for funding no later than 
April 1, 2015 to allow for implementation in sync with 
hatchery production and stocking in 2017. 
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Working Group’s Four Recommended Funding Alternatives: 

  Restore policy, priorities, and funding of the USFWS for 
mitigation hatcheries; or 

  USFWS and TVA form a partnership to fund USFWS costs to 
produce and stock trout at TVA facilities; or 

  Develop multi-source funding partnership (USFWS, TVA, 
States) to fund USFWS & TWRA costs to produce and stock 
trout at TVA facilities; or 

  TVA ratepayers assume full responsibility for USFWS costs 
to produce and stock trout at TVA facilities.  
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We’d Like to Hear From You! 

You can provide your input: 

  By speaking at this meeting; 

  Using comment cards provided at the back 
of the room; or 

  Via the web at www.tva.gov/hatchery 

Thank You for Participating in this Process! 
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